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STORIED GIFTS

Family Legacy
Book Guidelines

The #1 Question
To Answer--
The First Thing To Do




ALegacy Book? Whata

- . gift For Your family!

Yod"re interested in' preserving yod'r personal and'fa'rnily history |
.Kuddos for maklng it a goal to grve this- wonderful gift of storres
- that only you can provide. - L

‘By downloadrng thrs ebook you re takrng a productrve step to get
started - -

_ "”When an old man dies, a Iibrary is burned to the ground.” Af'rican
" Proverb L o .

Yod'r stories and s't'ories you knoW'o‘f' other family; 'trdly matter to
_those who share-that hlstory Perhaps your famlly doesn't realize
" how much the|r present has been shaped by those storres of the

“‘“._past

By preservmg stones and Images |nto a legacy book you can
.hlghlrght the connections with the stories of the past that make all
" the drfference The famrly hrstory chronrcled and crafted |nto a

'-"._Iegacy book will be an ongorng source of joy, a testament to".

reS|I|ence and the encouragement for your famlly today and
tomorrow - '
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Yo‘iir Legacy Bbok- -

" Which Format?

Before you answer' the first and m'ost important qdeetion consider-
the distinctions of the three types of hrstorles you could craft and
- share. They |ncIude :

AUTOBIOGRAPHY
The hrstory of an |nd|V|duaI as toId by the subject

- BIOGRAPHY"
' The hrstory of an mdrvrdual as toId by another

MEMOIRS |
A story by the subject related to a partrcular event or theme |n his
~orher life;

At Stoned Glfts ‘we generaIIy Work with |nd|V|duaIs Who want to
detarl stories of therr life, and those of others |mportant to them.
This comblnatlon of autoblography/blography and famtly hrstory
~ affords the the latitude to’ document storres |n either a I|near or
L thematlc format S
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_The # Questlon To Ask

" Before You Begin Your

"Lega,cy Book

t happens Sometlmes people write a book that was meant for

| "-,thelr family, but once it's complete they conS|der promotlng and _
selllng it to a larger audlence There S nothing wrong with this goal.

However, the tlme to determlne your audlence IS BEFORE the
book is wntten '

| "-Audience guides your stor'ytelling voice, and the subjects 'you are _
most likely to cover throughout the book Some of the things you d

say- and how you share them will be dlfferent for those in the |nner -
_01rcle of famlly but mlght not be of |nterest or appropnate for the

Creatlng a Iegacy book with famlly in. mlnd is a worthy ambltlon _
And in terms of havmg a lasting |mpact those are. the people who -
will treasure and keep your gift.. While most of the books on our
" shelves become donations- down the road, a Iegacy book remalns
| "-.as the helrloom itis for your famlly |
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Why Capture And

e Document Stor1es‘7

These days people seem hungry to know their famrlral
‘.-connectlons They search for them in genealogy and erIrneg send

‘i-i_ off their DNA to find their people at the ceIIuIar level.

WHY’>
Perhaps they do it fo f|nd their trrbe and maybe they seek
~-Meaning--an understandrng of the trajectory of their life as |t |s

- today.

With all this searching; have we lost the importance of
understanding those relatives here now--or only a generation
“back? Those stones and- people are the truly significant mfluencers

of our life, |mpact|ng our path in the present. An yet, often we know

“far less about our grandparents even when they are still'alive. If we
don’ t document thelr stories, they WI|| be lost to us, thereby maklng
our story mcomplete o o
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_Digital or Book? We Sa,y' |
- Legacy ] Book And Here
Is Why | |

Standard documentatlon of |nformat|on has mlgrated 1o digital, but_ -
“digital is fickle. Obits arent prlnted in the newspaper as often.-

anymore, and public records rely on technology. Even the photo

"|mages we create that capture our experlence are mostly left as
Jpegs

.-But What happens When pIatforms dlsappear and the tech storage

equlpment becomes obsolete?

The bOOk, however,_has withstood the changes of technology and -~
remains a constant. Since Johannes Gutenberg invented movable -
“type in 1450, hooks have been plentiful and our primary-tool for

- sharing knowledge. They are the cherished dispenser of our words

“and thoughts The book is a stalwart tool. It stands at attentlon on
the sheIf |mperV|ous to clicks and- crashes

.-Your Legacy Book IS even more Iastlng BECAUSE of what it

contains. Open the Legacy Book house in your library, and ltS

“there Waltlng to bring people and events from your life back to the |
forefront Turn the pages and be transported to the stories of your. B .
fmally history anytlme you choose: ‘The words and |mages catch.
~ .your eye and memories flow fro the pages And they are sure to

. linger. | - -
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_F-ifSt -S_tep—__—Tiﬁi‘ehne s -

Before-any writing or interviews begin; it's important to grasp the:
scope. of the project by creating a timeline of the stories you want
to document. Whether you write or team .up Wrth Storied, Gifts, -
' knowing Where you'll begln and the points you 'll cover is an

- .essential first step. Grab some paper and a pencil and get started!

Yo_u 'rni_ght find it ea's'i'er to narrowdo'v.v_n dates of signiticant eventsz -
if you divide your life into thirds. So, if you are 55, you would write
18, 36, and- 55 with equal spacrng between each along the top or

| "zsrde of your paper

Peru’se through th.e- Ii:st of prompts_.be.lpw and determine the datels: -

of those events that apply to your timeline. Mark them with a date,

(or rough one') and understand that some of these dates erI
".change as you get more cIarrfrcatron

Bith - - - Firstdate -~

..+ Start of school R Engagement

- Birth of siblings Marriage -
Famrly moves . Birth of your chrldren
Changes of schools . 'Birth of your grandchrldren
Achievements - - College educatron

- Family vacations Deaths -

" Jobs/career changes

Hrgh school graduatlon |
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Flrst Step——Tlmelme o

-"‘-.;“'Contmued

"Frrst of" anythlng |ncIud|ng first soIo trrp first home on your own
frrst pet first... '

- As you wrrte down the dates and events that apply you erI f|nd

- that more memories surface. Be sure to write yourself a few words
to note these memories, as you'll want to come back to them later .~
for the wr|t|ng phase of the Legacy Book ' -

- Dig deeper‘as you mine fo'r- dates, and consider more unusual but
"-,important milestones For-yo'u it may be. the discovery of a tal.ent
that has remained a passion all of your life. Also |nclude the _
srgnrﬁcant people and frlends who have been an |mportant part of a
your life:. ' | - - |

- List the Iosses and sorrows among your mrIestones especrally if
you 've. learned life Iessons from them | '

.Perhaos there haye be'en significant ch‘anges of'mind'as you've"
* gone anng Th|ngs you once believed but oplnlons which changed
"-.due to some event. Suss. out dates as you can, but approxrmate

untrl Iater when you go through the clarlfy/ng step '

_Call a I'i'feline out to family and fr‘iends‘and ask them to"consider"
~ some of those dates that they share with you ‘What do they

"-.remember what dates wouId they add’? :

You I flnd that this tlmellne will grow and change Let |t simmer forf
‘several days as. you remember
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_Bonus T1p——Ask Your o
- Family What They
"-W'ould Like To know

~If your audience is family, be sure to ask them what they -would like

:':_' to know about you and other family stories: Dig a bit and ask why

'they re interested and What theyrecall of these people or events
You'll be amazed and pIeased to flnd that asking family before
Legacy Book writing beglns WI|| enrich. the results and. Create an-
.-'engaglng flnlshed book.

Make A Legacy Book
__But Don t Do It Alone

We .\(von't life. A Fa-mny' Legacy B'oQk-i's' an undettaking. We've
worked with doz_e_né of individuals, 'fam_illies, and companies to
~.-Create pieces that have been celebrated-and brought people .-

- together. Why? Because good stories turn facts into rich and

"meanlngful context And stories told well that are relevant and
personal leave an impression to the reader that makes a
difference. We hope you Nl create a Legacy Book and. |f you cant
_-do it alone, ‘we are here to help | :
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